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The world is getting older

Soto-Perez-de-Celis et al. Lancet Oncol. 2018 Jun;19(6):e305-e316@EnriqueSoto8



Soto Perez de Celis et al. J Geriatr Oncol 2017 (8):374-386;             

Almost 400 million older 
adults are living in 

developing countries

@EnriqueSoto8

The world is getting older



Limited availability of geriatricians

Country Number of 
geriatricians

Older adults per 
geriatrician

Argentina 926 5123
Brazil 1000 16395
Colombia 50 67896
Mexico 401 20349

Only 35% of Universities teach Geriatrics

Soto-Perez-de-Celis E. Clin Transl Oncol, 2018 @EnriqueSoto8

How can you include 
geriatric principles into 
cancer care across all 

settings?



Tool 
development

Development of 
Clinics

Address issues 
in access to care

SIOG 10 PRIORITIES INITIATIVE- 2011
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Contrasts and disparities

Most oncologists in the 
world work alone

Soto Perez de Celis et al. J Geriatr Oncol 2017 (8):374-386@EnriqueSoto8



Training

• Including geriatric 
competences in fellowship 
curricula

• Training community 
healthcare workers

• Create centers of 
excellence in geriatric 
oncology

Clinical Care

• Disseminating validated 
tools in various languages

• Promoting team-building

Research

• International collaborative 
projects

• Fostering funding for global 
cancer and aging

Extermann et al, in press

We all work in resource-limited settings
@EnriqueSoto8

SIOG 12 PRIORITIES INITIATIVE- 2021



• Online training courses in collaboration with SIOG, 
ASCO, etc. 

• Global fellowships with a “train the trainer” model 
to establish centers of excellence

Training

• Global online tumor boards and sessions.
• Dissemination of tools in various languages, app 

development. Clinical Care 

• Global research fellowships, training in team 
development, grantsmanship etc.

• Statistical support using the CARG cores
• Funding mechanisms? Global grants?

Research 
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