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Introduction

• Increasing prevalence of cancer in older adults

• Quantifying risk of short-term mortality can 
improve shared decision making

• Cancer and Aging Research Group (CARG) 
score predicts chemotherapy toxicity, but its 
association with short-term mortality is 
unknown

Hurria A, Mohile S, Gajra A, et al. Validation of a Prediction Tool for Chemotherapy Toxicity in 

Older Adults With Cancer. J Clin Oncol. 2016;34(20):2366-2371.



Methods

• Retrospective analysis

• Geriatric oncology clinic, 
Jan 2018-Sept 2020

• Mortality rates with exact 
95% confidence intervals 

• CARG score vs. 30-, 60-, 
90-day mortality rates



Results
• 262 patients: 57% female, 67% white, age 77 (SD 8.8)
• Average CARG score 10 (SD 3.9)
• Overall mortality 1.5% at 30, 5.1% at 60, 8.1% at 90 days



Conclusions

• CARG score trends with 30-, 60-, and 90-day 

mortality in older adults with cancer

• May contribute to prognostication, treatment 

planning, and referrals for geriatric assessment

• Further study in larger cohort to give more 

precise point-estimates of mortality risk
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